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    Wavendon Parish Council 
 

RESPONSE TO MK2050 PLAN CONSULTATION 
 

Wavendon Parish Council) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft MK2050 Plan 
but regrets that it has not been able to consult local residents who had hoped to attend the 
briefing session to have been led by Geoff Snelson (of MK Council) in Walton on 25 March 
2020 and in Woburn Sands on 26 March 2020 due to the COVID 19 situation. The following 
views therefore represent the views of the Parish Council and we feel it is unfortunate that MK 
Council did not agree to place the consultation on hold for, at the very least, however long it 
takes for the emergency to abate and for those briefing sessions to have been rearranged.  
 

Introduction 
 

We live in unprecedented times of change and the new realities demand new responses to 
growth and planning. More of the same simply will not cut it. Planning in isolation simply 
cannot be permitted to continue. Even when a vaccination is found this virus will still be with 
us – others will follow and a new era for planning will be seen to have begun in terms of 
addressing the climate emergency and in shaping a world where pandemic becomes more 
and more frequent. 
 

Wavendon Parish Council recommends that the production of a MK2050 document should be 
halted. The work done to date would not be lost but would be considered alongside the new 
realities. Milton Keynes Council should organise a single issue, special meeting of the Full 
Council to allow every elected representative of that council the chance to contribute to the 
development of a new framework that would enable MKC and partners to take this work 
forward, allowing also contributions from Town, Parish and Community Councils.  
 

A Task & Finish Group should be formed to take forward the recommendations emerging 
from that meeting that can develop a framework for working on a new, Central Arc 2050 
document prepared in cooperation with neighbouring authorities. 
Finally, no attempt has been made to justify WHY MK and this part of the Arc needs to grow 
to these levels, at this speed and in these locations. Options have been put forward for new 
MK size communities to be developed at Sandy/Biggleswade to the east and Calvert 
(Aylesbury) to the west and new, MK sized towns could produce a more sustainable and  
manageable solution rather than a never ending expansion based on what was the original 
design for the 250,000 population, Milton Keynes.  
 

1. The first question therefore would clearly seem to be, what is the point of this document. If 
it were a strategy jointly produced by MK Council and those neighbouring councils in 
Buckinghamshire, Central Bedfordshire and Northamptonshire then there would be a 
purpose. But it is not. There is clearly no consensus between any of these authorities and 
it is nothing less than arrogant and presumptuous of MK Council to use terms such as 
Metropolitan MK and producing maps and diagrams showing growth into areas over 
which it has no influence and for whom this document has proved a severe irritant at a 
time when all should be working together under an agreed, single agenda. 
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2. There is no overarching strategy from government with regards the Oxford – Cambridge 
Arc into which this document could said to relate or add value. The controversial (so 
called) Oxford – MK – Cambridge Expressway plans have been shelved (in terms of 
examining options west of the M1 at J13), in favour of localised road improvements whilst 
the long awaited East West Rail initiative appears to have gained traction (excuse the 
expression!) although local pressure continues for a directive from government that such 
a route should be electrified in line with government (and local) environmental priorities. 

 

3. Given all of the above, a far more sensible strategy would have been to shelve this 2050 
consultation – concentrate efforts on Plan:MK 2 (or Innovate MK as we believe it may now 
be known) and to embark instead upon a joint consultation with neighbours as to just what 
local people, businesses, local parish and town councils and other key influencers actually 
want for the area and devise a realistic, achievable and generally supported document 
entitled Central Arc 2050 rather than the arrogant MK 2050! 

   

The 2050 Strategy 
 

4. The 2050 Plan suggests that it would be possible to deliver 2,900 dwellings per annum 
(Slide 20: Current number of homes c130,000; 2050 c216,000 homes. This is a growth of 
84,000 dwellings over 30 years). This seems a remarkably optimistic target – in the first 
50 years of its life Milton Keynes has only occasionally delivered more than 1,500 
dwellings per annum. PlanMK proposes a target of 1750 dwellings per annum in the next 
fifteen years so it is difficult to see how the target growth suggested in the 2050 Plan can 
be achieved. This undoubtedly throws into doubt the very basis of the Metropolitan MK 
proposals underpinning the 2050 Plan. 

 

5. In general terms, Wavendon Parish Council (along with its neighbour, Woburn Sands 
Town Council) supports the six ambitions set out in the Plan but the Council would like to 
add the following point to the slide summarising ‘The Area Today’ (slide 7). One of the 
current strengths of Milton Keynes is the retention of traditional settlements. These 
settlements make a valuable contribution to the city and need to be protected and 
enhanced in any future plans – Milton Keynes must not become just another urban 
sprawl. To some extent this is recognised in the wording of Ambition 1 (…” maintain our 
vibrant communities…”) but the Council would like to see a more explicit commitment in 
the text to preserving the integrity of existing towns and villages. 

 

6. A key strength of Milton Keynes is the ability to move around the city quickly and easily; 
the principle way of doing this is the grid road system. Inevitably this has made it difficult 
to operate an effective public transport system and has enhanced the role of the car. 
However, it has also provided the existing city with an opportunity as wide grid roads offer 
the future option of a rapid transit solution for an ever-expanding community. Rapid transit 
solutions must be designed in line with the new realities – The Climate Emergency and 
dealing with current and future pandemics. 

 

7. This is partially recognised in the 2050 Plan, but the solution proposed – a Mass Rapid 
Transit system (MRT) – is, in our view, a dangerous policy to pursue. Such a system can 
work very effectively in a city developed from a green field; Milton Keynes is not such a 
city – there are already nearly 300,000 residents who are familiar with the present 
transport infrastructure and are unlikely to willingly amend their travel practice. The 
proposed MRT system will be costly to implement and may well prove to be somewhat of 
a white elephant; the cost/benefit analysis will be crucial and must be carried out 
rigorously. Wavendon Parish Council therefore agrees with its neighbours at Woburn 
Sands TC and urges caution in pursuing this policy particularly if it is decided to adopt a 
capital-intensive option. 
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8. In support of our caution many futurologists predict that the design of cars and their use is 
likely to evolve significantly over the next few years; they will undoubtedly become more 
environmentally friendly and, as time passes, should become more affordable. As 
homeworking becomes the fixed norm the movement of people will see an overall 
decrease over time  

 

9. However, the Parish Council accepts that it is logical, if you believe there is need to 
expand to the levels suggested, to plan the future of the city along transport corridors as 
proposed. However, we would wish to make some specific comments in respect to the 
Wavendon and Woburn Sands area, in particular the removal of any plans for an 
Expressway motorway through our communities (literally severing our communities, 
should the plans be allowed to continue as once proposed) and no expansion of the grid 
road system (the H10 Bletcham Way in particular) as a link onto the recently declassified 
Newport Road (formally the A5120) and beyond. 

 

10. Broadband infrastructure is no longer a "nice-to-have" amenity for planning the smart 
cities of the future - it is a necessity. Broadband access and adoption help promote 
economic development and social equity while promoting public health, public safety and 
educational opportunities for residents around the country and the planning for 2050 must 
emphasise this aspect of infrastructure provision above all others. 

 

11. The MK 2050 document does not make significant mention of the planned Milton Keynes 
to Bedford Waterway link and if (as this would indicate) the Milton Keynes Council now 
wishes to distance itself from this visionary initiative then it should come clean, make that 
clear to those working hard to make that vision into a reality so that the project can either 
be abandoned or, if it still supports such a project, then make it clear just what needs to 
be done to make it happen.   

 

12. Planning for 2050 and beyond will need to cater for the new realities, for example; 
 

Pandemic-proof mass transit hubs - Simple things like stanchions or painted lines on floors 
that can promote social distancing in waiting areas. Transport hubs should have large 
quantities of masks and hand sanitiser available, and operating companies will need to 
reduce their passenger counts and keep middle seats open during future health crises. 
 

Large-scale civic assets such as Theatres and Galleries- Audience sizes may need to be 
reduced in theatres, with seats left open. Masks may need to be required and made available 
to patrons as needed, and temperature checks carried out. 
 

Embrace homeworking – talked about for several decades but given a considerable boost 
following the virus emergency.  Milton Keynes can learn from other communities about how to 
best support the growing cadre of remote workers and make them connected, engaged, and 
vital parts of their communities. Broadband infrastructure, in all its forms, is now a crucial 
rather than a nice to have infrastructure. 
 

Ensure central retail survives - Some projections suggest that as many as 75% of the MK 
Centre retail outlets may not survive the current pandemic crisis. A city that has built a 
significant proportion of its employment around retail and the logistics that support it will need 
to turn its attention to how else ‘the city centre’ can be utilised 
 

Protect the arts and creative economy - The creative economy of art galleries, museums, 
theatres, and music venues—along with the artists, musicians, and actors who fuel them - are 
also at dire risk. Cities will need to provide advice and assistance on necessary procedures -
from temperature screenings, better spacing for social distancing, and other safety measures 
-for venues such as the Theatre, Stables, Museum and Gallery to continue as part of the 
urban landscape. 
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Lower the housing densities and increase the provision of open spaces - The provision of 
extensive sports fields and open space is an essential component in encouraging positive 
attitudes to physical activity and a healthy lifestyle. Educating our younger citizens to remain 
physically active throughout their lives is now a key feature of national and local health 
policies. When children and young people are fit and healthy there is overwhelming evidence 
to suggest that they are more able to concentrate, learn and do well in school. 
 

Being physically active can also develop young people’s social skills and self-esteem and 
contribute to the social life and ethos of a local community and to the life of the 2050 Borough 
as a whole. In school and out of school (community) sport and physical activity would also 
contribute to these objectives and are essential to meet national physical activity targets for 
children and young people. MK2050 needs to plan in open space as a primary requirement 
rather than relying on planning gain / tariff or the ‘generosity’ of developers to make such 
provision. Play areas and allotments should never be located adjacent to main highway 
arteries. 
 

The Plan for MK 2050 will now need to assess leading industries and clusters - It’s not 
individual firms but clusters of industry and talent that drive economic development. Some of 
those clusters are at greater risk than others: Sectors such as transportation, travel and 
hospitality, and the creative arts will prove to have been hit the hardest, while e-commerce 
and distribution or advanced manufacturing for health care and food processing may grow. A 
2050 vision document must now assess the industries and clusters that are most vulnerable 
in this sub-region, evaluate the impacts future pandemics will have for their labour markets 
and communities, and plan to make this local economy more resilient and robust. The vision 
should pull together cluster working groups of business and non-profit representatives and 
local academics and experts to best assess the impact of the pandemic and pandemic-
related response on key clusters - and develop medium to long - term plans. 
Wavendon 
 

Wavendon 
 

13 The agreed vision for Wavendon (and other similar communities) is set out in the current 
local plan, Plan:MK and can be summarised as being: 

 

Wavendon will retain and enhance its character and identity as an existing village in the 
development area of the Borough of MK, and will remain an attractive and sustainable 
location which meets the aspirations of residents, old and new, in the wider Parish of 
Wavendon community and all those who use the village and its expanding offer of 
community facilities. For example, the newly expanded Community Centre, the Pavilion, 
new schools and playing fields, the Stables Theatre and the new shops and 
infrastructures supporting our rapidly expanding resident base.  

 

14 The Parish Council does not consider that the 2050 proposals will enable the Parish to 
meet this vision. The spatial strategy and indicative MRT network, as shown on slides 17 
and 24, suggest that Wavendon will be a “stopping point” towards the Eastern expansion 
of Milton Keynes; furthermore there appears to be a suggestion that the Railway Station 
at Woburn Sands should be re-located to the west thus obliging Woburn Sands and 
Wavendon to be firmly linked into the SEMK development proposed in Plan:MK. These 
ideas are directly contrary to the concept of the retention of the villages character and 
identity. 
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15 At the time of writing this response the future of Wavendon and Woburn Sands is unclear. 
The development of the East-West Railway is still under discussion and it may be that the 
Bletchley to Bedford part of the project is moving back into the so-called Central Section 
and thus trains from Bedford to Oxford may not now be timetabled before the end of the 
decade. If the present plans (Plan:MK) come to fruition it could become necessary to 
close the railway crossing which is the main arterial route from Wavendon / Woburn 
Sands to Central Milton Keynes. No alternative transport network has yet been discussed. 

 

16 Secondly Plan:MK proposes the construction of approximately 3000 dwellings between 
Wavendon, Old Farm Park, Woburn Sands and Bow Brickhill. No Development 
Framework has yet been agreed but the Parish Council’s position is clear. We can only 
support the development on two conditions – first, there should be no vehicular access on 
to the Newport Road in Wavendon (or Woburn Sands) since the consequential traffic 
through Wavendon and Woburn Sands would bring the entire road network to a standstill. 
Secondly, there must be a buffer zone between the current boundary of Wavendon and 
the new development.  

 

MK 2050 must take seriously the question of future infrastructure and even if (road) traffic 
volumes reduce over the coming years with more home working/remote working 
becoming the norm, the impact of the (overall) increase in the volume of traffic on our 
‘rural roads’ with the continuing growth of properties/developments in the Milton Keynes 
sub region must be addressed. The school run in particular is likely to continue for the 
foreseeable future. 

 

17 These two issues must be resolved before any consideration is given to the ideas in the 
2050 Plan. Wavendon Parish Council would also like to take this opportunity to point out 
that the consultants used to undertake the drafting of the 2050 Plan (David Lock 
Associates) are the same consultants advising the developers interested in developing 
the SEMK site; in our view this is a direct conflict of interest.  

 

18 The Parish Council believes that there must be a proper strategic study of the long-term 
development of the wider Wavendon / Woburn Sands / Bow Brickhill area undertaken by 
independent consultants before any further decisions are made. This is irrespective of any 
consideration of the other spatial suggestions in the 2050 plan. Furthermore, the residents 
of the area need to be fully involved; they have worked hard to ensure that Wavendon is 
an attractive location with appropriate facilities. In doing so they have contributed 
enormously to the success of Milton Keynes and deserve and demand a real say in its 
future.          

 

APRIL 2020 


