
Notice re Road Closure at Newport Road (Woburn Sands)  

from Milton Keynes Council – December 2021 

 

Good afternoon Councillor, 

I have recently started as Streetworks Manager at MK.  

You may have noticed on one.network some major proposed works on Newport Road/ Cranfield 

Road, Woburn Sands from February next year. 

This proposal is for a 225mm reinforcement water main to replace existing water main which has 

been susceptible to burst, especially in Cranfield Road for several years. 

More fundamentally, the reinforcement will increase capacity to the area to cope with the continued 

house building and development which has happened and will continue to do so. This new water 

main will future proof the area for this continuing development and provide the necessary capacity 

and pressures to cope with demand on the system. 

Unfortunately, this scheme will require a road closure from 1st February until 18th April on Newport 

Road between the level crossing and 93 Newport Road, some 180m to the north. The gates on the 

level crossing will be down and there will be no route through Woburn Sands including for emergency 

vehicles during these works. 

From 1st February to 25th March Cranfield Road will also be closed, except for access. During this 

time there will be two way lights set up at the junction of Newport Road and Cranfield Road to 

manage a one in then one out situation for residents, emergency services etc to access and egress 

Cranfield Road. No through traffic will be allowed through Cranfield Road and a diversion will be 

signed accordingly. 

Anglian Water will upgrade the main in Cranfield Road and then drill under the railway. AW have 

been speaking with Town Council about going into the recreation ground from this drill shot and 

open cutting through there and reinstate as is necessary. As this is off highway I have not given 

permission for this as it is not highway land but I believe they have or will get their permissions in 

hand in due course. Without that permission they cannot commence and I have made them aware of 

that. 

I intend to meet with AW’s traffic management provider to discuss advanced warning signs back to 

A421 in the north and Woburn in the south, special signs to deter rat running, electronic message 

signs etc before Christmas.  

AW are also aware they need to gain permission from Central Bedfordshire Council to agree the 

diversion routes in their area. 

I have just got off the phone with the Project Manager for the job at AW and we both thought it 

would be good to offer to meet you all to discuss either before Christmas or first thing in the New 

Year. I would greatly appreciate your local input on potential issues and indeed we can talk about 

any further mitigation we could undertake. There would be AW and MK representatives available 

(myself). 



The impact on the area is clearly going to be substantial on this scheme which is why I wanted to 

communicate with you at an early stage. 

 

Many Thanks 

Gareth Hughes - Streetworks Team Leader 

T:  01908 254292 

M: 07586 543565 

 

Gareth Hughes Gareth.Hughes@milton-keynes.gov.uk    
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